SEEDLESS TABLE GRAPE PLANTINGS  -  2010

MOUNDS VIEW GARDENS – BILL & JOY EXNER

Overview of Experience with the Seedless Vine Planting
Thirty seedless table-grape-vines were planted on May 5 of 2010, 15 Vanessa and 15 Lakemont. The vines were planted seven feet apart on the recommendation of the nursery, Double A Vineyards. Bud break occurred for all vines by the end of May with shoots growing between one and three inches long by June 7. The vines continued to grow well and vine supports were installed on July 7, the vines were tied to the supports. The tying was necessary to keep the vines from falling to the ground. At this stage the Lakemont appeared to be more vigorous than Vanessa. Tying to the supports had to be done twice more during the growing season.
Some Downey Mildew was observed in June and Powdery Mildew was observed on some of the vines in August. Insects were occasionally observed chewing holes in the leaves and damaging some vines. Two applications of Pristine and Sevin were made during the season.
Weeds are a major issue in the vineyard, Rely herbicide was applied on June 7 at which time one Vanessa vine was inadvertently sprayed. The leaves then turned brown and fell off. The vine recovered in three weeks and resumed growing, but lagged the others in the planting.

At the end of the season all thirty vines were healthy and growing well and have sufficient buds to enable the training of trunks next season. Lakemont seems more vigorous that Vanessa. Background and supporting information follows.
Soil Type: Dodgeville Silt Loam, DgC2, soil depth about 30”.
Test on Oct. 26, 2009: O.M. 3.7%; pH 7.3; CEC 17.5 meq/100g
Soil History: The land was in rotation crops (corn-beans-alfalfa) until 2005 at which time it was plowed to a depth of 12” to 16”. The soil was then rototilled and seeded with Grassmaster Pasture Mixture (Tall Fescue and Orchardgrass). Nothing further was done to the soil except occasional mowing until the vine planting.
Soil Preparation: On March 29 the soil was plowed to a depth of between 12” and 16” and posts were pounded in. Posts are spaced 21 feet apart. On April 1 the ground was rototilled and planted with a mixture of approximately 75% Grassmaster and 25% Winter Rye, with some White Dutch Clover mixed in. On April 12 Midwestern Bio-Ag custom blend fertilizer was applied. (See fertilizer analysis, Table 2)
Planting: The vines were received from the nursery on May 5 and were planted the same day. To prepare the vine for planting the canes were cut back to two buds and the roots to trimmed to one to two inches. Holes were hand dug about a foot or so deep and one half gallon water placed in the hole. The vine was inserted into the hole and the soil replaced leaving the two buds exposed. (See Table 1, Care During the Growing Season.)
Decisions To Be Made: The Nursery recommends that the vines be trained to a Modified Munsen system. The original plan is to top the vine at 48” to 54” and train two arms at this point. The concern is the high winds often experienced at the growing site. More research is needed here.
	TABLE 1: Care During the Growing Season

	Date
	Event

	June 7
	Sprayed Rely herbicide

	June 23
	Hand weeding

	June 29
	Sprayed Pristine & Sevin

	July 7
	Installed vine supports and tied vines to supports

	July 15
	Hand weeding and tying of vines to supports.

	July 21
	Sprayed Pristine & Sevin

	August 14
	Hand weeding and tying of vines to supports

	October 10
	Sprayed Roundup-Pro


	TABLE @: Fertilizer Analysis, Pounds Applied on Per Acre Basis

	Nutrient
	Pounds Applied

	Nitrogen
	10

	Phosphorus
	10

	Potassium
	10

	Magnesium
	5

	Calcium
	72

	Sulfur
	62

	Boron
	3

	Copper
	2

	Manganese
	3

	Zinc
	4
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